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Jim Corbett was every inch a hero, something like a "sahib" Davy Crockett: expert in the ways of the

jungle, fearless in the pursuit of man-eating big cats, and above all a crack shot. Brought up on a

hill-station in north-west India, he killed his first leopard before he was nine and went on to achieve

a legendary reputation as a hunter.Corbett was also an author of great renown. His books on the

man-eating tigers he once tracked are not only established classics, but have by themselves

created almost a separate literary genre. Man Eaters of Kumaon is the best known of Corbett's

books, one which offers ten fascinating and spine-tingling tales of pursuing and shooting tigers in

the Indian Himalayas during the early years of this century. The stories also offer first-hand

information about the exotic flora, fauna, and village life in this obscure and treacherous region of

India, making it as interesting a travelogue as it is a compelling look at a bygone era of big-game

hunting.
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Jim Corbett was one of eight children of a colonial postmaster stationed in the foothills of the

Himalaya in India. He was born in 1875 and started hunting when he was eight years old. Between

1907 and 1938, he hunted a number of "man eating" tigers and leopards-including the Champawat

Man Eater, which was responsible for over 400 deaths, and the the Rudraprayag Leopard, which

was rumored to have been responsible for over 125 deaths. When a new man eater began to wreak

havoc, the village people called on "Carpet Sahib" for help. In this book, which was first published in



1944, Corbett tells ten exciting and enlightening stories that keep the reader turning pages to see

how they turn out. Sometimes the reader begins to wonder whether Corbett will get the tiger or the

tiger will get him. Listen to Corbett tell of his meeting with the Chowgarh Tigress who killed at least

64 people and maybe twice that..."As I stepped clear of the giant slate, I looked behind me over my

right shoulder and--looked straight into the tigress' face. I would like you to have a clear picture of

the situation. Her fore paws were stretched out and her hind legs were well tucked under her. Her

head, which was raised a few inches off her paws, was eight feet from me. On her face was a smile,

similar to that one sees on the face of a dog welcoming his master home after a long

absence."Along the way through his stories, Corbett displays amazing understanding of jungle lore

and insights into the animal that probably most deserves the title "King of Beasts." He also explains

what causes his prey to begin preying on people. Corbett obviously admired his quarry and

considered the "tiger a gentleman.
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